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CLAIMS : 

What is claimed is: 

1. A method in a data processing system for managing 
network addresses, the method comprising: 

comparing a received network address from a current 
server for use in identifying the data processing system 
with a prior network address from a previous server; 

creating a release data packet if the received 
network address is a new network address and the previous 
server is a different server than the current server, 
wherein the release data packet includes the prior 
network address; and 

sending the release data packet to the previous 
server, wherein the release data packet causes the 
previous server to release the prior network address for 
reuse. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the current server 
and the prior server are dynamic host configuration 
protocol servers. 

3. The method of claim 1 further comprising: 
initiating the creating step only after the new 

network address has been bound to the data processing 
system. 

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the network address 
is an Internet protocol address. 
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5. The method of claim 1, wherein the release data 

packet causes the previous server to send an update to a 
domain name server to delete an entry mapping the prior 
network address to a name for the data processing system. 

6. The method of claim 1 further comprising: 
storing the new network address and an 

identification of the current server in a log. 

7. A data processing system for managing network 
addresses, the data processing system comprising: 

a bus system; 

a communications unit connected to the bus system; 

a memory connected to the bus system, wherein the 
memory includes a set of instructions; and 

a processing unit connected to the bus system, 
wherein the processing unit executes the set of 
instructions to compare a received network address from a 
current server for use in identifying the data processing 
system with a prior network address from a previous 
server; create a release data packet if the received 
network address is a new network address and the previous 
server is a different server than the current server in 
which the release data packet includes the prior network 
address; and send the release data packet to the previous 
server in which the release data packet causes the 
previous server to release the prior network address for 
reuse . 
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8. A data processing system for managing network 
addresses, the data processing system comprising: 

comparing means for comparing a received network 
address from a current server for use in identifying the 
data processing system with a prior network address from 
a previous server; 

creating means for creating a release data packet if 
the received network address is a new network address and 
the previous server is a different server than the 
current server, wherein the release data packet includes 
the prior network address; and 

sending means for sending the release data packet to 
the previous server, wherein the release data packet 
causes the previous server to release the prior network 
address for reuse. 

9. The data processing system of claim 8, wherein the 
current server and the prior server are dynamic host 
configuration protocol servers. 

10. The data processing system of claim 8 further 
comprising: 

initiating means for initiating the creating means 
only after the new network address has been bound to the 
data processing system. 

11. The data processing system of claim 8, wherein the 
network address is an Internet protocol address. 
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12. The data processing system of claim 8, wherein the 
release data packet causes the previous server to send an 
update to a domain name server to delete an entry mapping 
the prior network address to a name for the data 
processing system. 

13. The data processing system of claim 8 further 
comprising: 

storing means for storing the new network address 
and an identification of the current server in a log. 

14. A computer program product in a computer readable 
medium for managing network addresses, the computer 
program product comprising: 

first instructions for comparing a received network 
address from a current server for use in identifying the 
data processing system with a prior network address from 
a previous server; 

second instructions for creating a release data 
packet if the received network address is a new network 
address and the previous server is a different server 
than the current server, wherein the release data packet 
includes the prior network address; and 

third instructions for sending the release data 
packet to the previous server, wherein the release data 
packet causes the previous server to release the prior 
network address for reuse. 
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15. The computer program product of claim 14, wherein 
the current server and the prior server are dynamic host 
configuration protocol servers. 

16. The computer program product of claim 14 further 
comprising: 

fourth instructions for initiating the creating step 
only after the new network address has been bound to the 
data processing system. 

17. The computer program product of claim 14, wherein 
the network address is an Internet protocol address. 

18. The computer program product of claim 14, wherein 
the release data packet causes the previous server to 
send an update to a domain name server to delete an entry 
mapping the prior network address to a name for the data 
processing system. 

19. The computer program product of claim 14 further 
comprising : 

fifth instructions for storing the new network 
address and an identification of the current server in a 
log. 

20- The computer program product of claim 14, wherein 
the domain name server is located on a same data 
processing system as the previous server. 



